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A geriatric babirusa (Babyrousa celebensis) develops progressive stiffness, difficulty rising, and intermittent limb paddling while in lateral recumbency. Which diagnosis was specifically highlighted in the retrospective study as a potential mimic of seizure activity?
A. Cervical vertebral fracture
B. Ankylosing spondylosis
C. Septic polyarthritis
D. Peripheral neuropathy
E. Hypocupremia
Correct answer: B. Ankylosing spondylosis
Two babirusa with severe ankylosing spondylosis showed limb paddling while trying to rise from lateral recumbency and were initially suspected to be having seizures. Diagnostic imaging instead identified severe spinal degenerative disease. Spondylosis most commonly affected the thoracic spine and was an important contributor to morbidity and ultimately euthanasia.
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Unregulated Online Sales are High-risk Sources of Domestic Swine (Sus scrofa) in Canada: Implications for Invasive Wild Pig and African Swine Fever Risk Preparedness
Amanda M. MacDonald and Ryan K. Brook

In a study evaluating the risk profile of online sales of suids in Canada, what was the greatest concern pertaining to African swine fever preparedness?
A. A lack of individual animal identifiers 
B. Sales of both wild boar and domestic swine
C. Lack of genetic testing for piglets sold
D. Identification of areas without pig populations
E. The number of listings for pig sales
Answer: A. A lack of individual animal identifiers do not allow for trace back and tracking of pigs which is critical for disease mitigation in the case of an outbreak. 
· The website is also cash based with no receipts or transaction records → confidentiality, unregulated sale and movement of swine
· The website did sell domestic swine, wild boards, hybrids, with no genetic testing for piglets sold (ie. someone could buy a “micro” pig and end up with a large pig that they need to rehome, those animals are unfortunately sometimes released intentionally
· The study did ID areas without known pig populations with active sales
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EVALUATION OF THE EFFECT OF HYDRATED LIME ON THE SCAVENGING OF FERAL SWINE (SUS SCROFA) CARCASSES AND IMPLICATIONS FOR MANAGING CARCASS-BASED TRANSMISSION OF AFRICAN SWINE FEVER VIRUS
Bowden CF, Grinolds J, Franckowiak G, et al.

Which finding best describes the effect of hydrated lime treatment on scavenging of feral swine carcasses?

A. It increased scavenging during the study period
B. It delayed scavenging compared with untreated carcasses
C. Scavenging was only reduced for bird scavengers 
D. There were similar scavenging rates across all sites
E. It eliminated scavenger contact with treated carcasses

Correct answer: B. It delayed scavenging compared with untreated carcasses

The median time to first scavenging was 6 days for hydrated lime–treated carcasses versus 1 day for controls, although overall survival analysis did not reach statistical significance


When considering anesthetizing collared peccary (Pecari tajacu) for a brief, noninvasive procedure, which is correct about the following protocols: medetomidine–tiletamine-zolazepam (Med-TZ) or medetomidine–ketamine-midazolam (Med-KM)? 
A. Med-TZ provides faster induction but prolonged recovery compared to Med-KM
B. Med-TZ provides superior recovery quality and shorter recovery time 
C. Med-KM produces significantly shorter recovery than Med-TZ
D. Both protocols provide comparable immobilization, induction, and recovery times 
E. Med-KM results in overall higher SpO2 levels than Med-TZ

Answer: D

A healthy adult collared peccary (Pecari tajacu) is chemically restrained for echocardiographic evaluation. The clinician wants to assess myocardial function using a technique that accounts for afterload. Which echocardiographic technique is most appropriate?
A. Global longitudinal strain via transesophageal echocardiogram
B. Speckle-tracking echocardiography with global longitudinal strain
C. Speckle-tracking echocardiography with myocardial work analysis
D. Pulsed-wave doppler of the pulmonary artery
E. Three-dimensional left ventricular volume measurement

Answer: C
2026 JWD 62.2 
Detection and Characterization of a Novel Porcine Teschovirus in Wild Boars (Sus scrofa) in France; Hirschinger et al 

A wild boar in France presents with neurologic signs and another boar in the same area presents with reproductive signs. What diagnostic test would you submit and what is the most likely differential? 

Porcine Teschovirus; Blood sample for anti-PTV (Porcine Teschovirus) antibodies 


Evaluation of a combination of tiletamine-zolazepam, medetomidine, and azaperone with nasal oxygen supplementation for the immobilization of captive Chacoan peccaries (Catagonus wagneri) in the Chaco region of Paraguay
Campos Krauer JM, West G, Holland J, Goblet C, Talavera R, Isaza R, Newell-Fugate AE. J Wildl Dis. 2023;59(2):281-287.—ALD Summary

Which of the following was noted as the most significant side effect in Chacoan peccaries (Catagonus wagneri) when anesthetized with a combination of tiletamine-zolazepam, medetomidine, and azaperone?
A. Hypoxemia
B. Hypercapnia
C. Hypoglycemia
D. Metabolic alkalosis
E. Anemia

Answer: A. Hypoxemia. PaO2 increased from 54.68+/-16.61mmHg to 205.69+/- 122.89mmHg, SaO2 from 81.29+/- 13.40% to 98.39+/-4.92%, and SpO2 from 92.63+/-4.00% to 95.98+/- 2.20% after the addition of oxygen delivered at 2L/min via an oxygen tube inserted into one nostril. A significant difference was seen with PaO2 and SaO2 pre and post oxygen supplementation. PaCO2, glucose, and HCO3 all increased, though the difference was not considered significant. pH also stayed within normal limits, as did Hct (though Hct did decrease over time). 


The soft tick Ornithodoros moubata and its role in the epidemiology of African swine fever in central Malawi
Anholt H, Hillman V, Vaughan J, Smyth N. J Wildl Dis. 2023;59(3):465-471.—ALD Summary

Describe the domestic and sylvatic life cycles of African swine fever virus.

Answer: The sylvatic cycle of African swine fever virus (ASFV) involves spread of the virus between the warthog (Phacochoerus africanus) and argasid ticks of the genus Ornithodoros wherein adult ticks infect neonatal warthogs in burrows. The domestic cycle involves infection into domestic pigs via an intermediate host such as Ornithodoros spp. ticks, ingestion of infected waste or tissues such as warthog lymphatic tissue, or introduction via indirect contact via fomites. Bushpigs (Patamochoerus larvatus) may be a reservoir host in some regions. However, it is suspected that warthogs and O. moubata ticks play a limited role in the spread of ASFV to the domestic cycle, and fomites are most likely the source of infection. 


